LEO DVD

This film, which was made in the fifties, features a LEO II installed at Joseph Lyons & Co. There are several shots of LEO in action but the film also illustrates the design, build and usage of the first Electronic Office in the world. 

In addition to the use made by Lyons to manage deliveries and stock control for the Tea Shops there are scenes from The Ford Motor Company where the processing of the payroll is demonstrated.

For me an interesting aspect is the vast number of people we see carrying out essential manual tasks to support the computerised systems in the fifties. There is an army of punch girls, clerical assistants and draughtsmen all carrying out tasks that are carried out by Computers themselves today. Even the early payroll processing required manual activity to fill the pay packets because the vast majority of workers were paid in cash. 

An interesting social comment made by the narrator is that the pressure for the Electronic Office to replace clerical activity was partly due to the full employment of the time making it difficult to obtain clerical staff. Happy days!

From our point of view the film provides a valuable and interesting look into a past that we shared and that we will easily recognise. Punched tape, verified by a second machine and then manually sight checked by a third girl, punched cards storing programs and providing output data for the next run and fast (for the time) printers are all scenes that we are very familiar with. Also the 1 hour maintenance period when the machine was subjected to testing beyond the margins was only possible because all the work was batch processing. 

The quality of the DVD reflects the age of the film and the impact of conversions from film to Video and then to DVD but this does not detract from the viewing pleasure – in fact it serves to remind us that this all happened a long time ago, but that we were among the pioneers.

Should there be a second reunion we will have the DVD available for viewing.

Bryan Clarke

